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her dress and regulating her expenses. Louis XV
had given her M. Hardion as tutor; it seemed an
excellent choice; he was a worthy man, a member
of the Royal Academy, and lived the whole year
at Versailles looking after the king's private
library and his precious stones; apart from that he
spoke five languages and was very learned.

There were thousands of valuable and beautiful
works in the royal collections; since 1728 part of
the books had been kept in the Hotel de Nevers,
the others remained at Versailles under M. Hardion's
watchful care. French ambassadors and envoys
to foreign parts searched tirelessly for rare editions
and valuable manuscripts to give the king, well
knowing that this was the best way of paying
court to him and ensuring his approval. M. de La
Bastie forwarded some from Rome; the Comte de
Froulay discovered valuable ones at Venice, the
Marquis de Villeneuve at Constantinople, Mar-
quis de Bonnac in Switzerland, Comte de Plelo
in Denmark. Agents of the India Company and
missionaries sent along curiosities; then Falconet
bequeathed the king eleven thousand volumes,
and his example was followed by numbers of
courtiers who gave him very fine libraries.

This wealth of which Louis XV was so proud
was classified and analysed in an accurate catalogue
carefully compiled by Hardion. The king took a
special interest in scientific books, he kept au fait
with discoveries, and spent hours in his laboratory
with the enigmatical Comte de Saint-Germain.
In July 1748 he spent a whole morning with